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Bernardo Vallarino
Size Matters - The Golden Rule

Where: Ro2 Art Gallery
2606 Bataan St.
Dallas, TX 75212

When: November 2, 2024 - December 7, 2024
OPENING RECEPTION: November 2, 2024 from 7-10pm

(Dallas) Ro2 Art proudly presents Size Matters — The Golden Rule, a striking exhibition by Fort
Worth-based artist Bernardo Vallarino. Renowned for his mixed-media sculptures and
installations, Vallarino’s practice delves into the unsettling intersections of violence, power, and
human suffering. Through meticulously crafted objects, he challenges viewers to confront the
hypocrisy inherent in society’s values versus its actions. This exhibition, opening on November
2, 2024, features a large-scale installation and multidisciplinary works that explore firearms and
their cultural significance through the lens of fetishism. Vallarino employs the term “fetish” in
both its historical sense — as objects believed to possess magical or protective powers — and
its contemporary association with sexual fixation. His use of luxurious materials like black
leather, gold leaf, and black flocking, juxtaposed with starkly symbolic imagery such as firearms,
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bullets, and ants, brings forth an arresting dialogue on societal obsession with objects designed
to end life.

In Size Matters — The Golden Rule, Vallarino’s practice is not merely an exercise in form but an
act of moral provocation. He intricately combines gun embellishments and tattoo-like scroll
patterns, along with visual references to insects, to challenge our perceptions of protection and
power. In particular, the presence of ants in his work serves as a metaphorical middle ground,
representing both destruction and unity, cooperation, and decay. By incorporating insects, he
draws parallels between how humans mistreat each other and the perceived expendability of
smaller creatures. Vallarino’s work navigates these complex issues, encouraging reflection on
how society reconciles its fascination with weapons with both secular and religious moral
standards. This exhibition continues his ongoing exploration of the disconnect between the
rhetoric of human life and the behaviors of humanity, prompting viewers to examine the
consequences of power dynamics on a global scale. Size Matters — The Golden Rule will be on
view through December 7, 2024, at Ro2 Art Gallery, with an opening reception on November 2
from 7 to 10 PM.

About The Artist

Bernardo Vallarino is a Colombian-American mixed-media sculptor and installation artist
interested in geopolitical issues of violence and human suffering. His works reflect his
observations on the hypocrisy he perceives existing between the rhetoric of human life and the
violent behavior of humanity. With his artworks, Vallarino strives to engage his audience visually
but also morally and philosophically, finding inspiration in history, the media, his personal
experiences, and his lifelong interest in insects and entomology. Vallarino, a NALAC (National
Association of Latino Arts and Cultures) fellow, graduated with a BFA in sculpture from Texas
Christian University, an MFA in the same field from Texas Woman’s University. He has exhibited
widely at galleries and nonprofit spaces in Texas, Oklahoma, York, England, and Barcelona
Spain. Vallarino received the 2020 SMU’s Moss/Chumley North Texas Artist Award from the
Meadow’s Museum of Art and has displayed artwork at the Amarillo Museum of Art, Arlington
Museum of Art, and the Nasher Sculpture Center in Dallas.

Artist Statement

The abuse of power by groups or individuals often leads to human displacement, mass killings,
and other tragic events, usually involving the use of weapons. This often leads to a cycle of
escalating violence, as the natural response is to acquire bigger and stronger weapons for
deterrence. In this body of work, firearms and other ballistic weapons are examined through the
dual meaning of the word "fetish": an object of cultural relevance that is believed to have a
magical power to protect or aid its owner, as well as the sexual fixation of an object or a body
part for sexual satisfaction or expression. The works are intended to provoke reflection on how
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we reconcile the widespread use and ownership of objects designed to end life with religious
and secular moral standards.

Show Statement

Size Matters - The Golden Rule is an exhibit featuring a large installation and other
multidisciplinary works at Ro2 Dallas.

The artworks are part of a new artistic focus: An exploration of firearms through the dual
meaning of the word "fetish". The term refers to an object of cultural relevance that is believed to
have magical power to protect or aid its owner, as well as the sexual fixation of an object or a
body part for sexual satisfaction or expression.

The title “Size Matters” encompasses both contexts of the word "fetish", allowing for references
to weapons and projectiles of all sizes, from nuclear missiles to bullets, in a tongue-in-cheek
sub-context. The subtitle "The Golden Rule" is meant to provoke reflection on how we reconcile
the widespread use and ownership of objects designed to end life with religious and secular
moral standards.

The work combines the textural sensuality of black leather, black flocking, black latex, and gold
leaf with socially charged topics related to guns and fetish sexuality. These elements are also
adorned with scroll patterns inspired by gun embellishments and applied to surfaces in a way
that resembles tattoos.

In my art practice, | use insects and our relationship with them as metaphors to convey how
people mistreat each other. Ants, in this case, are present as a visual and conceptual middle
ground. Visually, they are neutral images and patterns among the weapon, sexual, and religious
imagery. Conceptually, they can simultaneously relate to destruction and decay or cooperation
and unity.

The Ro2 Art Mission

Ro2 Art is committed to working with artists who push the boundaries of contemporary art,
artists whose work has the potential to shape the future of the art world. Rooted in Dallas, we
focus on elevating the exceptional talent within our region and beyond, showcasing work that is
bold, thought-provoking, and deserving of serious attention from collectors and institutions alike.
Since 2010, Ro2 Art has built a reputation for curating exhibitions that engage both the mind
and the senses, presenting art that challenges conventional expectations. We proudly represent
artists — emerging and established — who are unafraid to take risks and remain steadfast in
their vision, offering work that is as enduring as it is impactful. Authenticity and artistic integrity
guide everything we do, ensuring that each exhibition resonates on a deeper level. Our
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dedication to supporting artists in Dallas and beyond is not simply a nod to the local community;
it is a recognition of the outstanding work being produced here — work that stands to be part of
a global conversation. Ro2 Art is more than a gallery; it is a space where discovery happens,
where the next great voice in contemporary art may be found, and where every exhibition offers
the chance to experience something truly different.

About Ro2 Art

Ro2 Art is a contemporary fine art gallery based in Dallas’ vibrant Tin District, just west of
Downtown. Representing a diverse roster of emerging, mid-career, and established
contemporary artists, Ro2 Art presents innovative and thought-provoking exhibitions across
multiple disciplines, ranging from painting and sculpture to interdisciplinary works.

Founded in 2010 by Susan Roth Romans and Jordan Roth, Ro2 Art continues to evolve,
committed to pushing the boundaries of contemporary art and fostering dialogue around
culturaland social themes. The gallery maintains strong ties with organizations such as The
MAC and Cedars Union, and is a proud member of Contemporary Art Dealers of Dallas
(CADD).

Twice named Dallas Observer’s “Best Art Gallery”, Ro2 Art was also honored with the Obelisk
Award from the North Texas Business Council for the Arts for its contributions to the cultural
landscape. As the gallery evolves, it remains dedicated to engaging both local and global
audiences through its dynamic programming and commitment to supporting artists who
challenge the status quo. More info: www.ro2art.com

All works will be on view from November 2, 2024 until December 7, 2024. For more information,
visit www.ro2art.com, or call Jordan Roth at 214.406.8819

HHHH#


http://www.ro2art.com
http://www.ro2art.com

